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Abstract. The current article is a result of analysis of works of one of the most basic sociologists
works, such as Weber, Marx and Durkheim, and applying these analyses to the realm of political
background of different countries. To get a better view of the situation from different points of view,
also included different sociologists and their theories, but most of the focus is on the three earlier
mentioned scientists. Methods include discourse and content analysis for better qualitative and
quantitative research results. Content analysis is a part of quantitative research where the number of key
words, terminology and context of use will be calculated. Discourse analysis will support a part of
qualitative research, including context, intonation, the so-called 'tone' of the text, to define the topic in
more depth. After the research, using the above-mentioned methods, the results will be discussed and
put together into the whole picture to better analyse the complete view of the situation and the co-
dependence of the two main part of the society: politics and sociological tendencies, to see how each of
their development made an influence on each other.
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of the focus will be on Germany and France as
they have been a platform for a huge sociological
development. The "three mains" of sociologists
came from these countries and their theories are
applicable to most countries for this period. The
article mostly is focused on the connection
between sociological and political viewpoints
(Barisione, 2023).

1. INTRODUCTION

This article discusses and analyses
sociological research and theories and how they
have influenced sustainable policy strategies. It
will be considered by different countries and
based on the most popular sociologists and their
theories: Weber, Marx and Durkheim. Other
scholars will also be mentioned in this article,

depending on the context and country, but the
main three mentioned above will be the basis.
Historically, political views have developed
over a long period of time and have been
influenced by current sociological views, just as
sociological studies have been influenced by
political movements. Each country has its own
direction of development of both ways, but most
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Ali Meghji in his work mentions about the
great influence of colonisation in the sociology
of the empires and their colonies, the differences
and the influence on each other. The author
mentions about how all the sociological canon
has its roots in the European countries and has
Eurocentric ideas and claims that it is the most
used knowledge and universal. Meghji says that
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this is the result of imperialism and colonialism,
because the knowledge about society was
transferred from empires to their colonies after
the fact, without clarifying the information at the
local level (Kassem, 2022). As a result, it can be
said that most of the sociological ideas that are
considered classical originated from European
countries and were the most influential on the
policies of that era. It is connected with the fact
that the empires had mostly the same political
views in their own country and in their colonies,
so no matter what the situation in the colonies’
society was, they provided the same political
views as in the country of origin, just did it with
more force to "grow" these ideas into the local
people (Catls, 2022). As it was mentioned in
Fuggle's work, the political ideas were to support
the idea of the colonies and make people believe
it was for good, which was true in the colonies
and in the countries of origin, for example
France, where anti-colonialist movements wete
activated in recent years. (Fuggle, 2022). Based
on these facts, it can be said that in the next parts
of the work will be focused on European ideas
as it was considered the main and most universal
knowledges, supporting with it political views
and ideas, movements.

2. METHODS

Discourse analysis is a method that analyses
more than one sentence to include the context
of the whole text. It also analyses text structure,
linguistic and sociolinguistic context (Adolphus).
This analysis can be used to better understand a
term by seeing the words with which it is
associated. Not only to see the words and their
meaning, but also to understand the context in
which they were used in that speech or interview.
People can understand words differently,
especially depending on the context, so it will be
better to use discourse analysis to show the
meaning behind the term that was used and what
the speaker meant.

For discourse analysis it is also important
where exactly the event being analysed takes
place. For example, different countries will have
different backgrounds for environmental
analysis, depending on the characteristics of local
self-government bodies and the specificity of
this particular area: the sources of France cases
will be very different from German cases, not
only because of the size, but also because of their
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role in the international relationships and
demographic characteristics.

In the work of Merriel and Thomas Bloor
we can see that discourse is described as "the
mediated symbolic interaction of people in its
many forms, whether directly through spoken or
written language, or through gestures, images,
diagrams, films or music" (Bloor, p.1-2, 2013). It
is an analysis of an interaction and its context
through various sources, an analysis of the
environment and nature of that interaction,
whereas content analysis does this more on a
linguistic level. For this dissertation, the research
will include the results of the analysis of
documents and scientific works related to our
topic. This is done in order to understand exactly
in which materials and in the context of which
information the terminology is used and for
what purpose.

Content analysis is a method of gathering
information by identifying patterns in
communication that has been recorded in some
way: written, recorded speech, etc. This thesis
uses publicly available research sources and
media interviews to analyse and collate research
findings. This analysis is aimed at a quantitative
way of working with the text, assessing how
often a keyword is used and in what context.

In addition, content analysis is used to
analyse the impact of keywords on the audience.
The advantage of using content analysis is that it
is not affected by researcher bias. And other
researchers who have access to coding and text
can also see the research results.

According to Ulla H. Graneheim,
"Qualitative content analysis is a method for
analysing qualitative data. It focuses on the topic
and context and highlights variations such as
similarities within and differences between parts
of a text" (Graneheim, 2017, p. 29). This leads to
the main idea of using content analysis.

Discourse analysis lends itself well to
qualitative findings with deeper exploration of
context and situation, while contextual analysis
can also be added for more quantitative findings.

These two methods of analysis are suitable
for this kind of research because of the
possibility to cover a larger volume of material
and to carry out a more in-depth analysis. That
is to say, it is not only possible to understand
quantitatively how many times a particular term
was used (and thus the recognition of the
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terminology, the historical restoration of the
chronological order of actions in the theory), but
it is also possible to write down the conditions
under which it happened, the factors or human
factors that caused the use of these terms, under
the influence of which the question of using such
terminology in general was raised.

3. METHODS
3. 1. Durkbeim

The first theory used in this work is
functionalism - according to Durkheim and his
works “The Rules of Sociological Method” and
“The Division of Labour in Society”, society is a
body in which different groups of people are
considered as some of the organs. Lukes, who
was reviewing Durkheim’s writing, explains
those work in the next way (Durkheim, Lukes,
2013). In order to have the body in a working
form, it needs to have organs that work in
harmony. The military is a big part of the society,
and it could be considered as an important part
of the body. If the organ is not treated to heal
and help it to work with other organs - the body
starts to fail in its existence. This also applies to
research on the military and veterans, as they are
also part of the society, the so-called "organs".
The military structure is considered one of the
most important parts, especially in countries at
wat. So, in order to help these "organs" to heal
and to get in connection with other parts of the
"body", it is needed to find a way how exactly
can it be done.
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Durkheim lived in France in the second half
of the XIX century - first half of the XX century,
where was placed the time of development of
the Third Republic, which was known as one of
the most socially stable of all republics, which
was led by the Parliament, that is, the
government of the people of the country
(Britannica redactor, 2019). So, it can be said that
Durkheim built his sociological theories in the
time of stability, but still got caught up in the
struggle to create the Third Republic (Peyre,
2019). Furthermore, during the First World War,
his students and his son were killed, which had a
cardinal effect on his views (Durkheim and
Internet Archive, 2019).

All in all, if we take the discussion about the
law and morality, according to Prus and his
analysis, it can be said that most of the morality
is a result of the society. As a result, the things
can be considered as right and wrong depending
on the reaction of the people and the law also
considers the reaction of the society to the act
itself (Prus, 2019). As it can be seen in Figure 1,
the word moral was mentioned several times in
the text, but still it was in connection with the
government (1 time), society (19) and politics (7).
In each case, these words other than moral were
mentioned in the context of society in a political
view. The same was true of the text by Steven
Luke, who edited and translated Durkheim's
original work. Once again, it can be said that
everything Durkheim wrote was about society
and government, how they coexist.

Table 1: The quantity of keywords for the research of Durkheim

Name of the article Number of words mentioned
Politic Moral Society Government
Redefining the Sociological 7 194 19 1
Paradigm
The Division of Labour in Society | 89 480 696 57

As it was mentioned before, the analysis will
be mostly focused on the French and German
political directions (The Constitutional Acts of
1875, 2012; Constitutional TLaws of 1875...,
2019). So, for analysis it will be taken in
consideration speeches from the last elections
from those countries.
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In France, Emmanuel Macron always made
a point in his speech to make a strong accent on
being a group, working together towards the
same idea despite the differences. He also
mentioned several times about the idea of them
being “each on their own places” to get to the
better result (Allen, 2022). It can be seen that this
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reminds a lot about the Durkheim’s idea of the
government and how it works as a big system
with each detail on it’s own place. The same goes
to the recent German speech of Olaf Scholz,
where he mentions about the working hard on
their respective places for achieving results (Die
Bundesregierung informiert | Startseite, 2022).

3.2. Marx

Marx's theory is named after him: Marxism.
Its key ideas were about the inequalities of
classes, the differences between the working
class and the bourgeoisie (Rowcroft, 2021, pp.
16-23). Much of his work was about how the
working class created things, but as a result were
forced to 'dissociate' themselves from their
products. As a result, the products become less
qualitative. And a big and one of the main points
is the fact that the proletariat gets a little payment
from their work, most of the payment goes to
the bourgeoisie. All of Marx's idea goes to the
idea of conflict, pointing to the development
through this struggle (Wolff & Leopold, 2020).
Marx also did not forget to mention about the
industrial revolution and how it affected the
workers' situation with the employment, salary
and other parts of the working environment.
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These ideas became the basis of communist
ideas of parties from different countries and
became one of the most influential political
movements since then (Gratton et al., 2021).

Marx lived in Germany and England during
the XIX century. He was born into a rich family
and at the time of writing one of his most
popular works "Communist Manifesto" and
"Capital" Marx was living at the expense of his
friend and co-author Engels, who in turn
received money from his father, the factory
owner. So, most of his ideas were solemnly
based on ideas without much working-class
experience (History.com Editors, 2009). But
Marx did follow the political situations in
Germany and later in England and the trends in
society that were having an influence, such as the
Industrial Revolution mentioned earlier.

It can be seen in Figure 2 that the keywords
in the most popular works of Marx have been
analysed, using the same keywords as for
Durkheim's works, as they touch on the same
issues for the topic of the current writing. Capital
consists of several volumes, but the most used
and influenced by Marx is volume 1, the others
were edited and published by Engels after his
death (LAZARUS, 2022).

Table 2. The quantity of keywords for the research of Marx

Name of the article Number of words mentioned

Politic Moral Society Government
Communist Manifesto 28 5 70 7
Capital Vol 1 357 96 342 57

It can be seen that morality was mentioned
much less than in Durkheim's works. In
addition, Marx's idea of moral was slightly
different, as he also used it to explain religion as
the "opium of the people" (Papke, 2020).
However, all the other keywords are used more
actively and are all focused on it, especially the
political. Marx was more about the economy and
politics rather than society, but the thought of
society was included as the fact that society is a
large part of the country and the economy
(Kersting et al., 2020).

Going back to the analysis of Macron's and
Scholz's speeches from the same source, we
could say that their speeches were very much
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influenced by Marx's ideologies. First of all, both
of them always talk about labour and its rights,
about the freedom and support of those who
work. In addition to the fact that at that time the
countries were also affected by COVID-19, the
working class was the most vulnerable at that
time, and in order to win over more alliances,
both paid a lot of attention to the living
conditions of the working class, by Marxist
proletarians, or at least in their speeches (OCR,
2015).

3.3. Weber

Weber's sociological theory mostly focused
on the between-people relationships. By his idea,
people are forming their relationships with
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other, depending on what do they receive from
those relationships and what they can give in
answer. Also, sociologist was writing about the
connection  between  religion,  mostly
Protestantism, and society, how ethically in was
influencing each other and creating capitalism in
the result (Mitzman, 2019). Sadly, most of his
works were not published during life, so did not
really affect that reality, but now Weber become
one of the most popular and “base for theory”
sociologists. According to Ufuk Akcigit and
John Van Reenen, most of his life was during the
uniting of German kingdoms into the country,
now known as German, and was partly affected
by First World War in the end of his years. (Ufuk
Akcigit and John Van Reenen, 2023, pp.15-31).
Weber was following the political situation, but
it can be said that he mostly focused on the
society and sociological relationships, including
religion and its influence on people instead of
the politics (The contribution of Max Weber...,
2022).

Through his research, which is called
sociology action, the actions of people have
motivation, so to understand what and why is
action done by person, sociologist needs to
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understand empathetically the reason behind his
actions. Another of his theories was based on the
ethics of religions, where individuals can shape
the society but also this society encourages to
shape some kind of behaviour in individuals.
Weber gave the example of Calvinism and how
this religion encouraged people to save money
which led to capitalism (Cole, 2015; Cole, 2019).

In the figure 3 it can be seen the result of
quantitative context analysis of the same
keywords as in Marx’s and Durkheim's but on
Weber's works, more exactly “The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” and
“Economy and society” as two of his main
works.

It can be seen that Weber did not really pay
attention to politics and was more focused on
society, but still gave a lot of attention to the
factor of society like "government" (Thompson,
2018). In this case, it can be said that it was a
factor to consider the government as a "higher"
part of the society that makes influence on the
society and makes individuals choose to accept
new norms, as it was mentioned in Webet's work
on religion.

Table 3. The quantity of keywords for the research of Weber

Name of the article Number of words mentioned
Politic Moral Society Government
The Protestant Ethic and | 72 116 24 11
the Spirit of Capitalism
Economy and society 6 31 160 233
People elect them to get in the result variation of
It is interesting to note that these government that they want, and politics

terminologies are mentioned much less than
those in Marx's and Durkheim's works. This can
be seen as a result of the historical fact that
Weber is one of the first to write sociological
works when sociology was not even considered
a separate science, so there was no proper
terminology before (Moebius, 2021, pp. 7-12).
Going back to the analysis of Macron's and
Scholz's speeches from the same source, it can
be said that Weber's ideology also has traces in
both of their speeches. Politics is about
relationships and getting something in return for
actions (tutor2u, 2019). "Thank you for
trust...we will do our best" - this idea is all about
the speech in all the words of Winner's politics.
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promises to do what people want to get to
achieve the role.

4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Durkbeim

As it was said eatlier said, Durkheim was an
active participant in society during the Third
Republic, where the government was the
parliament. There he got the idea that the
government is an organism and that different
parts of society are different organs that are
responsible for supporting life in the organism.
After sharing his idea, Durkheim got most of the
people on his side with this idea, supporting the
view of equal importance of all the "organs of
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the body" for a better living situation for the
body (Palace of Versailles, 2016). The parliament
had people elected from different parties, which
included people from the "nobility" but also
from the working class, which meant that
Durkheim's different parts of society, the so-
called organs, were also included in the
governmental rules that control the "body".

And this view was followed after
Durkheim's published works till the end of the
Third Republic, that ended in the result of
German invasion during Second Worlds War. In
that environment, the views were completely
different because of the war, so the scheme was
no-more applicable for a long run. Durkheim
after that also changed his philosophy in his last
years with the experience of First World War,
starting to get to more “dark” sides of the world.
(Menon, Padhy and Pattnaik, 2020). So, in
conclusion, it could be said that Durkheim's idea
of society and the functioning of its maid has an
effect on the current political cooperation and in
the future political directions and debates.
According to the article written by Courpasson,
debates about the co-dependence of classes,
including the working and middle class with the
higher, pointing to the idea of how the effect of
the work of the working class changes the living
conditions of the high class (Courpasson,
Younes and Reed, 2021).

4.2. Marx

Not everyone can agree with Marx's
ideologies, but it can be said that they had the
most impact on world politics. Firstly, the fact
that there were countries that were completely
built on Marxism, such as the USSR with the
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strong role in the international relations, says a
lot. Even now communist ideas are very actively
mentioned in the world with China and North
Korea in the existence of political situation
(British Centre for Durkheimian Studies, n.d.).
One of the reasons for its popularity is the fact
that these ideologies are utopian, creating the
"ideal" wortld for the working class, which is
most of the people in the world. But as Ingmar
Oldberg mentioned in his work, this utopian
world was doomed to fail from the beginning
(Ingmar Oldberg, 2023).

Nevertheless, people are actively trying to
use communist ideas in their world view as the
only alternative to capitalism. People will agree
with the opposite idea of the one they hate,
which works both ways: being wronged by
capitalism will favour more communism and
vice versa (Pretus et al, 2022). Anyway,
according to Rosenberg, there are 5 official
communist countries in the world, which proves
the fact that Marx's ideologies literally created
new countries, not just changed the direction of
international relations (Rosenberg, 2020).

Marx was inspired by the number of
sociologists, sharing their ideas and letting the
knowledges of their work to share, for example,
Weber's works. So not only he made an
influence by writing his work but also, he did
influence by helping to share other sociologists
works. For example, it can be seen better on the
Figure 1 on how far the communistic ideas went
over the countries, that even if country was not
considered as a communist, they were
supporting the ideas of communism.
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. Soviet Union (USSR)

USSR-aligned countries (Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary,
Poland, Romania)

Former USSR-aligned country (Albania,
aligned until 1960)

Non-aligned country (Yugoslavia)

Neutral countries (Finland, Switzerland)

Neutral countries, Western-aligned
(Austria, Ireland, Sweden)

Western-aligned countries (Greece,
Norway, Iceland, United Kingdom, France,
Denmark, West Germany, Italy, Turkey,
Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg).
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Figure 1: The map of the world for time of the Cold War, source from Wikipedia “Eastern Bloc”

4.3. Weber

Weber's sociological theory is one of the
first sociological theories ever existing that
started to analyse the society as a separate aspect
of the community. So, at all it can be said that
Weber created the movement that started to
analyse group behaviour and inspired other
sociologists to create their work, for example
Marx.

In order to understand the results of his
work, we can review the theoretical part of
Weber's  knowledge. It has already been
mentioned that the results of Weber's analysis of
society have led to two conclusions: first, that
not only the group of people is influenced by the
individual, but also the individual is influenced
by the group; second, that people cooperate with
each other to achieve their goal and each action
has its own motivation. These two results can be
related to modern politics - it is a known fact that
communication between politicians, especially in
international relations, is based on achieving a
common goal or getting something from each
other that they need (UK GOV, 2022).

This leads to the idea of the group
influencing the individual: the rules and ideas of
the group - the national ideas and rules of the
country - have an influence on the people who
live in the country. Laws are a set of rules that
people have to follow - adapt to reality - or they
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are considered outcasts of society and have to
adapt to reality again, but this time to the reality
of outcasts with their own set of rules and
influence.

5.CONCLUSION

It can be said that sociology and politics are
very much related to each other. It is at least
supported by the fact that politics involved
working and getting huge number of people
under control, and sociology is a science that
studies human behaviour and how the society
works. In this thesis the works of three "fathers"
of sociology have been analysed: Marx,
Durkheim and Weber. As a result of the
qualitative and quantitative analysis, it can be
said that all their theories have been shown in
modern politics, even if sociologists themselves
were not interested in politics. This is a result of
the fact that both sociology and politics are
products of humanity and its communication
with each other. So, both sociology and politics
were making influence on each other during the
historical events, as politics were forming the
society and gave in the result new generation of
people, who in their side were creating new way
of politics.

Sustainable political strategies are the
strategies of the political movements, how the
political figures should behave in the situations
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and towards what goals. To achieve this, the
support of the majority of people is a "must", so
there should be a way to make people not only
interested in the ideas, but also involved in them,
so that they support them. This is where
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